Party Responses to Questions
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HAFCAC asked political parties standing in the local elections on Thursday May 22nd 2014 six questions on issues important to us as local disabled people. 
Disabled people, our families, neighbours and supporters know that disabled people have been severely affected by numerous cuts to services, support, welfare benefits that have affected our day to day living standards and ability to be equal citizens. 
It is important that politicians recognise disabled people as citizens with voting power. It is also important that they address our concerns and not just theirs. 
We sent the questions to the Conservative Party, Green Party, Labour Party, Trade Union and Socialist Party. Lib Dems and UKIP did not reply. 

Their answers to our questions are printed in full below in alphabetical order by party. 

Conservative party response 

“We do not think it appropriate to answer the individual questions in your questionnaire”

Green Party Response

1. What commitments can your party give to upholding the rights of disabled people in Hammersmith and Fulham under the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities?

	The Green party strongly promotes equality and a non-discriminatory stance for accessing housing, education, support, employment as well as social inclusion. 

We know that disabled individuals have been unfairly treated by recent austerity measures such as the bedroom tax, prejudicial disability assessments and the enormous cuts in the social care sector. The Green Party strongly opposes these.


2. What commitments can your party give to promoting inclusive education for pupils with Special Educational Needs?

	We believe all schools should be deemed to be all-ability schools. We support the statutory duty of all schools to provide for the needs of any child.




3. What is your party’s understanding of the link between disability and poverty and what commitments can you give for tackling this?

	The Green Party recognises that many disabled people live in poverty. We will work towards ensuring this issue is addressed through our work, welfare, and income policies and by ensuring effective equality of opportunity in education, training and employment. 

We opposed any austerity measures that put disabled individuals at a disadvantage.


4. What is your party’s position on charging disabled people for essential community care services?

	The Green Party opposes such charges because they are discriminatory. We believe funds for community care services should be raised by taxation, ensuring that the rich help the most vulnerable in our society.




5. What is your party’s understanding of the health inequalities experienced by disabled people and how will you address these?

	The Green Party recognises that the current legislation and implementation does not sufficiently protect disabled individuals from discrimination; a full review of the current health and social care sector is therefore necessary. The Green Party would combine health and care to ensure an integrative, all inclusive, person-centred and multi-disciplinary care approach.




6. How will you ensure that local disabled people have access to housing that fully meets their housing needs?

	The Green party recognises that we are facing a housing crisis and that disabled individuals are often particularly badly affected – especially when the harmful effects of the bedroom tax are thrown into the mix.

We would implement a person-centred housing policy that incorporates individual needs, housing advice, and care support at home, if required. 

We oppose the bedroom tax and want to see increased investment in affordable housing. 




Labour Party response
1. What commitments can your party give to upholding the rights of disabled people in Hammersmith and Fulham under the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities?
	We will uphold the legal rights of disabled people across Hammersmith and Fulham.  And in doing this we would seek to work actively with disabled people to ensure that the Council is appropriately respecting those rights set out in the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities. 


2. What commitments can your party give to promoting inclusive education for pupils with Special Educational Needs?
	We would set up a social inclusion unit within the Council.  This would be responsible for working with schools and families to promote inclusive education.


3. What is your party’s understanding of the link between disability and poverty and what commitments can you give for tackling this?
	We would set up a social inclusion unit within the Council that would work with disabled people to consider this full extent of this issue. We would bring forth practical ways to tackle it.



4. What is your party’s position on charging disabled people for essential community care services?
	We have consistently opposed home care charging since it was reintroduced by the Conservative Council. We will abolish home care charging.



5. What is your party’s understanding of the health inequalities experienced by disabled people and how will you address these?
	The Council now has significant responsibilities for public health. Understanding and addressing the health inequalities experienced by disabled people will be a key part of Labour’s agenda.  



6. How will you ensure that local disabled people have access to housing that fully meets their housing needs?
	We would set up a social inclusion unit within the Council.  This would be responsible for working with disabled people to ensure there is access to housing that fully meets disabled people’s needs.
We propose to deliver new and better types of supported and sheltered social and private housing and will work with the NHS, registered social landlords (RSLS) and other agencies to do that.


Trade Union and Socialist Coalition Response
1. What commitments can your party give to upholding the rights of disabled people in Hammersmith and Fulham under the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities?

	All our candidates have pledged to refuse to implement the bedroom tax which disproportionately affects disabled people, by writing off all bedroom tax related arrears, withdrawing all court proceedings and eviction orders where the bedroom tax has been a factor, and calling on housing associations to do the same.

We will be a voice for disabled people and campaigns for disability rights in the council chamber, and actively support campaigns against all cuts.

We will use all available council powers to hold local NHS trusts to account and support campaigns by NHS workers, patients and local communities against cuts and privatisation to health services.




2. What commitments can your party give to promoting inclusive education for pupils with Special Educational Needs?

	End discrimination; make sure every school is fully resourced so they can include all students where students have every chance of success in a mainstream school.

Promote linked education between special schools and mainstream ones to stop ghettoisation of SEN children.




3. What is your party’s understanding of the link between disability and poverty and what commitments can you give for tackling this?

	We understand there is a strong link between disability and poverty, but that this link is entirely unnecessary and can be broken by policies aimed at providing full employment to those able to work, reducing the working week with no loss of pay, and a minimum income at a level you can live on, not just survive on, for those that are unable to work.

We support workers in struggle defending jobs and public services. For example many of our candidates have actively supported the campaign against the closure of Remploy factories. Also cuts in public services often affect disabled people disproportionately, such as the threatened closure of ticket offices in tube stations. All our candidates support the RMT strike action to prevent these closures, and one of the TUSC candidates in Hammersmith and Fulham is an RMT member who has taken part in these strikes.




4. What is your party’s position on charging disabled people for essential community care services?

	We strongly believe there should be no charges for these services and would vote against and campaign against any such charges. We will fight for the return of the millions stolen from the council by central government cuts, and for a budget based on local needs, not the budgetary restrictions imposed by pro big business parties who all back austerity.


5. What is your party’s understanding of the health inequalities experienced by disabled people and how will you address these?

	We believe that many of the health inequalities experienced by disabled people are due to underfunding of public services, rationing of health care and support from other agencies, targets that lead to box ticking and reduce doctors and other professionals time and resources to deal properly with complex and chronic conditions.

We support the idea that with proper support, including meaningful and proactive coordination between different public services disabled people can manage their own conditions in such a way as to enable them to have as full and active a life as possible.

We reject the idea that these services can be provided by private companies, voluntary agencies, charities and religious organisations consistently and without unwelcome moral judgements.

We also support the rights of carers to a living wage, and to proper support in their very important role, including suitable arrangements for respite care where needed.


6. How will you ensure that local disabled people have access to housing that fully meets their housing needs?

	We will campaign to establish rent controls for private landlords, and a council run not for profit agency which will set minimum standards for housing rented by private landlords. We will build proper council housing to massively reduce the waiting list and meet the needs of the local community. We support all housing being built to a standard that is as accessible as possible for all, and publicly funded adaptations for people with disabilities. As in the answer to the first question we would also refuse to implement the bedroom tax allowing people to stay in housing already adapted to their needs.
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